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Summary 
Kevin Manley, Mary Klaus, Jon Schow, Christian Stobel, Keith Kuhlman, Robyn Bathurst, 
Derek Bristol and Becky Coffman visited the Silent Splendor area of Cave of the Winds in 
Williams Canyon for the primary purpose of taking photographs.  While we were there the rope 
and anchor at the top of the Whales Belly was re-rigged.  Two new stainless steel wedge bolts 
were installed to replace a single Petzl self-drive.  A poly tow rope was removed and the PMI EZ-
Bend static rope that was already there, and in good condition, was re-rigged to both secure the 
ladder and act as a handline.  No additional rigging is needed in this part of the cave.  
 
Whales Belly 
The approximately 22’ steel ladder installed here is homemade with hollow round bar 
rails and rebar rungs.  There is some surface rust on the ladder, but it looks to be in good 
condition.  The top of the ladder was secured with an 11mm PMI EZ-Bend rope (~50’) 
that was tied to the top rung and attached to a Petzl self-drive bolt on the left-hand wall 
above the top of the ladder and mud slope.  A second strand of the same rope was tied 
loosely to the top rung of the ladder and contained overhand knots every couple feet to be 
used as a handline while climbing the slick mud slope at the top of the ladder.  The single 
bolt anchor that is securing the ladder was reportedly placed about 10 years ago and was 
showing signs of corrosion.  The environmental gate and moisture sources in Silent 
Splendor create a very high humidity environment that accelerates corrosion of steel and 
aluminum.   
 
Two new Hilti KB3 stainless steel 3/8 x 3” wedge bolts, Fixe SS hangers, and 8mm SS 
quick-links were added to the same 
wall.  The old anchor was removed.  
The original plan for the day was to go 
to Breezeway, so bolt placement was 
not anticipated.  As a result, only 
hand-drilling gear was available and 
both bolts were placed using a Petzl 
RocPec and 3/8” SDS carbide bit.  The 
first bolt took about 40 minutes to 
place, and the second bolt took 30 
minutes.  Both bolts were torqued to 
20ft-lbs.  The rope was re-rigged so 
that one end is tied-off to the top rung 

of the ladder and the other end is 
hanging free down the mud slope with 
a series of butterfly knots that are easier to grasp than the old overhand knots.  The 
middle of the rope is attached to both bolts with a double figure-8.  A short unrated tow 
rope handline was removed. 

Whales Belly – new anchor 

 
 



Future Work 
There are no other fixed anchors or ropes in the Silent Splendor area.  It is reported that 
there may be some ropes and anchors in Lower Cave that will be inspected on a future 
trip. 
 
The team would like to thank Cave of the Winds management and the Williams Canyon 
Project for their support of this effort. 


